
No 

Yes 

Micro-Hydro  
and Pico-Hydro  

Selection Process for  
NSW 

Will the  
generated  

electricity be fed 
into the  

electricity  
grid? 

The system is regarded as a 
commercial system whereby a 

full Environmental Impact  
Assessment (EIA) must be  

conducted and water  
purchasing rights to use the  
water must be purchased. 

A ‘pollution licence’ may also be 
required to return the  

unpolluted water to the stream 

Will  
any of the  

electricity be  
used for income  

generating such as B&B’s,  
commercial farming 
activities, or general 

 business 
? 

No 

Yes 

No 

Consult local council  
Authorities for  

Development Application.   

Does  
the site require  
a weir to be  

built? 

Yes 

Notes: 

1.This flowchart prepared by Peter 

Lynch, Managing Director, Pelena 

Energy; 

2.Pelena Energy is NSW’s only hy-

droelectric turbine manufacturer,  

established in 1998; 

3.Information presented is understood 

to be correct as at 1 June 2012; 

4. This flowchart has been developed 

from information received from NSW 

State and Federal Government agen-

cies and NSW Minister for Water.    

Pelena Energy  -  33 Dome Road, Dorrigo, NSW, 2453, Australia  -  www.pelena.com.au 
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Unclear in NSW. What is 
a weir in this context 
and is there a blanket 

ban? 

Unviable due to high 
cost of EIA. (EIA 
likely to exceed 

$120,000) 

Do  
you want  
NSW Gov’t  
Assistance 

? 

Yes 

Micro-hydro 
“specifically excluded” 
in 2009 in favour of wind 

& solar 

No 
Do you  
want  

Fed. Gov’t  
Assistance 

? 

No 

Unclear if you are 
limited to 6.4kW 
peak or 2.85kW 

averaged. 

Is the  
installed  

power to be more  
than 6.4kW 

? 

Yes 

Yes 

Will the  
average power  
output be more 
than 2.85kW 

? 

No 

Yes 

The system is  
classified as a 
Power Station 

No 

Entitled to some small-scale 
technology certificates 

(STCs) but system must be 
designed & installed by 

Clean Energy Council (CEC) 
Solar expert  (with hydro 
endorsement), not Hydro 

expert. 

Possibly able to  
develop private system  with 
average output <2.85kW 


